
 

HAVE MORE QUESTIONS?  WE’LL DO 

OUR BEST TO ANSWER THEM.  YOU 

CAN CALL US ANYTIME, EMAIL US, 

OR CHECK OUT OUR WEBSITE. OUR 

CONTACT INFORMATION IS BELOW: 

Grace Brethren Church of Syracuse 

Geddes Plaza 

527 Charles Avenue 

Solvay, NY 13204 

www.syracusegrace.com 

 

Paul Roark 

rubiksolver@hotmail.com   

(717) 926-1134 

 

Joshua Shearer  

joshuashearer@gmail.com 

 (315) 350-6300 

 

 

Financial Consultation 

WWhhoo  aarree  GGrraaccee    

BBrreetthhrreenn  PPeeooppllee??  

AAnndd  wwhhaatt  iiss  aa  GGrraaccee    

BBrreetthhrreenn  CChhuurrcchh??    

WHAT WE ARE TODAY : 

GRACE BRETHREN PEOPLE ARE UNITED BY 

THEIR LOVE FOR CHRIST, A BELIEF IN HIS 

WORD AND A COMMITMENT TO SERVE.  

The Fellowship of Grace Brethren 

Churches includes more than 40,000 
members in over 300 churches across 
the United States. Grace Brethren 
churches are related through a 
fellowship, rather than a 
denominational structure. Each 
church is an autonomous 
organization and is free to make its 
own decisions and govern itself. Yet, 
these churches voluntarily choose to 
be accountable to one another and 
work together in fulfilling the Great 
Commission.  
 
 

The Grace Brethren movement 

worldwide includes over 2000 
churches serving approximately 
750,000 people.  
Churches in the FGBC are 
autonomous in structure, relevant in 
style, and Biblical in substance. The 
Bible is our authority, loving 
relationships our glue, and hope in 
Jesus Christ is our passion. 
 
 



   
ñThrough the years, three commitments have 

characterized Grace Brethren people.ò 

 COMMITTED TO THE BIBLE  

This commitment to the Bible can be traced back to 1708 
when Alexander Mack and a small group of Christians 
committed themselves to the Bible, instead of the 
traditions of the State Church in Germany. Their motto, 
"the Bible, the whole Bible and nothing but the Bible," has 
been perpetuated by the Grace Brethren.  

We make this commitment to the Bible because every 
word of it is inspired by God. (See the άWhat do Grace 
.ǊŜǘƘǊŜƴ .ŜƭƛŜǾŜΚέ ǇŀƳǇƘƭŜǘ ŦƻǊ more information). It is 
exactly what He wanted to communicate to man and was 
recorded without error. This confidence gives our lives 
firm direction and hope. We also discover in the Bible how 
to have a personal relationship with God and receive 
forgiveness of sin. Through God's Word we can know for 
certain that we will spend eternity in heaven. The Bible is 
the most important book we'll ever read!  

COMMITTED TO ONE ANOTHER 

Jesus considered love essential to His Church. He said it 
would distinguish His followers from the world. "All men 
will know that you are my disciples if you love one 
another" John 13:35. In following our Lord, Grace Brethren 
consider love for one another essential on both a local and 
national level. Although all Grace Brethren hold to a 
common set of beliefs, there is still a great variety of 
churches and individuals within our movement. We are 
held together by our love for the Lord and our love for 
each other as brothers. We know we will accomplish the 
most for Christ when we bond and work together.  

Neighboring churches pray for each other and give 
encouragement. Districts cooperate in girls' and boys' 
programs, youth ministries and church planting. Additional 
evidence of teamwork is found in the 13 cooperating 
organizations of the Fellowship of Grace brethren 
Churches. Each of these national organizations has its part 
in assisting local churches in fulfilling the Great 
Commission. Our commitment to one another also 
enables our members to help each other grow in Christ.  

 

Grace Brethren churches are like large families. 
Members care and pray for each other, help each other 
and share the treasures of God's truth.  

The Grace Brethren are united in belief and purpose, 
are a growing association of believers,  and are bonded 
together in their love for God and for one another.   

COMMITTED TO THE GREAT 

COMMISSION  
 

When Jesus rose from the dead, he called all of His 
disciples together and issued this edict:  
 

"Therefore go and make disciples of all nations, 
baptizing them in the name of the father and of the Son 

and of the Holy Spirit, and teaching them to obey 
everything I have commanded you." 

Matthew 28:19-20 
 

Grace Brethren believe that Christ still expects us to be 
involved in the fulfillment of this great commission. 
  
So we have committed ourselves not only to 
evangelism, but to establish churches where 
discipleship and leadership development will provide a 
positive setting for individuals to mature in Christ. 
God's program for this age centers on local churches-
churches which are committed to reproducing 
themselves.  
This emphasis has led to the establishment of over 250 
Grace Brethren churches in the United States through 
the Grace Brethren Home Missions Council. The 
Fellowship of Grace Brethren Churches currently has 
more than 130 active missionaries serving in 14 foreign 
countries on four continents. Through our Grace 
Brethren Foreign Missions we have three times as 
many members of Grace Brethren churches in 
countries abroad than we have in the United States.  
The Grace Brethren Church of Syracuse is a result of 
the desire to evangelize the world, being the first 
church plant in New York State.  We look forward to 
seeing God build His church and save many people.  
  

 

OUR HISTORY  
Revival & Separation  
In the early 1700's, a dynamic revival swept across Europe. 
In Germany there were many of these revived believers 
who became dissatisfied with cold formalism and error in 
the three state religions (Catholic, Lutheran, Reformed). 
They longed for a church in which they could worship God 
according to the Bible, the Spirit, and their conscience.  
As a result, a number of these believers settled at 
Schwarzenau on the Eider River because its prince offered 
them freedom to worship and study the Bible. Among 
those were eight people who saw the need for a new 
fellowship of churches built solely upon the teachings of 
the New Testament. From that day to this, the only 
"creed" the Fellowship has ever had is: "The Bible, the 
whole Bible, and nothing but the Bible." 
Biblical Doctrines & the Rise of Persecution 
In their study of the Scripture, these first "brethren" 
became convinced of all the great doctrines of the 
Christian faith, some of which had been seriously 
neglected in that day. They observed teachings such as 
triune immersion, foot washing, anointing the sick, and 
non-hierarchical church government. Alexander Mack, 
often called the founder of the movement, was the first of 
the group to receive baptism and he in turn baptized the 
others. 
The "brethren" grew and prospered in Schwarzenau from 
their humble beginnings in 1708. It was not long however, 
until persecution again reared its ugly head. The group 
began to be called derogatory names like Tunkers, 
Dunkards, AnaBaptists, Dippers, and the New Baptists. By 
1719 the persecution scattered the brethren from their 
homes, much like the case for the early disciples in Acts. 
They spread throughout Europe, and several groups came 
to America. In 1729 Alexander Mack himself came to 
Germantown (Philadelphia), Pennsylvania. 
In America, these brethren proved to be zealous 
missionaries, rugged pioneers, and good soldiers of Jesus 
Christ declaring the whole counsel of God. The movement 
grew and spread across the nation. 
Divisions 
Unfortunately, there have been two major divisions in the 
brethren movement in America. In 1881 there was a 
division resulting in "The Church of the Brethren" and "The 
Brethren Church". Our heritage is "The Brethren Church" 
which advocated education and pay for pastors, less 
conformity in dress, and less centralized authority in the 
Fellowship. The second major division, in 1939, resulted in 
"The Brethren Church" (Ashland Brethren), and "The 
Fellowship of Grace Brethren Churches" (Grace Brethren). 
Grace Brethren stood for sound biblical teaching, moral 
and doctrinal purity, Christian liberty, and the eternal 
security of the believer. 
 


