
THERE IS A LOT OF DEBATE AMONG 

CHURCH GOERS OVER THE ISSUE OF 

ALCOHOL.  HERE AT THE GRACE 

BRETHREN CHURCH WE BELIEVE THE 

BIBLE THE WHOLE BIBLE AND NOTHING 

BUT THE BIBLE AND WILL HOLD TO ITS 

TRUTHS ALONE. 
 

GOD HAS A LOT TO SAY 

ABOUT ALCOHOL.  

THE SCRIPTURE REFERS TO WINE, 
STRONG DRINK, AND 

DRUNKENNESS MORE THAN 250 

TIMES! LOOK THEM UP IN YOUR 

BIBLE! 

A few statistics related to 
 alcohol to consider 

 ¶ More than 100,000 U.S. deaths are 
caused by excessive alcohol 
consumption each year.  

 

¶ Nearly 14 million Americans meet 
diagnostic criteria for alcohol addiction 
and use disorders. 

 

¶ More than 18% of Americans 
experience alcohol abuse or alcohol 
dependence at some time in their lives. 

 

¶ On average 65 people each day die on 
our highways due to alcohol. 

HAVE MORE QUESTIONS?  WEΩLL DO 

OUR BEST TO ANSWER THEM.  YOU 

CAN CALL US ANYTIME, EMAIL US, 

OR CHECK OUT OUR WEBSITE. OUR 

CONTACT INFORMATION IS BELOW: 

Grace Brethren Church of Syracuse 

Geddes Plaza 

527 Charles Avenue 

Solvay, NY 13204 

www.syracusegrace.com 

 

Paul Roark 

rubiksolver@hotmail.com   

(717) 926-1134 

 

Joshua Shearer  

joshuashearer@gmail.com 

(315) 350-6300 

 

 

Financial Consultation 

Alcohol  

A Biblical Perspective 

www.syracusegrace.com 



      

ALCOHOL IN THE BIBLE TIMES 
In the Bible times, the water was not very clean. 
Without modern sanitation efforts, the water was 
often filled with bacteria, viruses, and all kinds of 
contaminants. The same is true in many third-
world countries today. As a result, people often 
drank wine because it was far less likely to be 
contaminated and it could be preserved in a 
fermented state for a long time.  In that day, wine 
for the purpose of remaining healthy, was not 
necessarily fermented to the degree wine is 
today.  It is incorrect to say that it was grape juice, 
but it is also incorrect to say that it was the same 
thing as the wine commonly used today.  Just as 
there are today, problems existed with the abuse 
and over-consumption in Bible times as well.  
Some scriptures actually discuss alcohol in 
ǇƻǎƛǘƛǾŜ ǘŜǊƳǎΦ 9ŎŎƭŜǎƛŀǎǘŜǎ фΥт ƛƴǎǘǊǳŎǘǎ άŘǊƛƴƪ 
ǿƛƴŜ ǿƛǘƘ ŀ ƳŜǊǊȅ ƘŜŀǊǘΦέ tǎŀƭƳ млпΥмп-15 states 
ǘƘŀǘ DƻŘ ƎƛǾŜǎ ǿƛƴŜ άǘƘŀǘ ƳŀƪŜǎ ƎƭŀŘ ǘƘŜ ƘŜŀǊǘ ƻŦ 
ƳŜƴΦέ !Ƴƻǎ фΥмп ŘƛǎŎǳǎǎŜǎ ŘǊƛƴƪƛƴƎ ǿƛƴŜ ŦǊƻƳ 
ȅƻǳǊ ƻǿƴ ǾƛƴŜȅŀǊŘ ŀǎ ŀ ǎƛƎƴ ƻŦ DƻŘΩǎ ōƭŜǎǎƛƴƎΦ 
Isaiah 55Υмм ŜƴŎƻǳǊŀƎŜǎ άȅŜǎΣ ŎƻƳŜ ōǳȅ ǿƛƴŜ ŀƴŘ 
ƳƛƭƪΧέ  
 
 

SO I  CAN DRINK ALCOHOL AS LONG AS I  

DONôT GET DRUNK? 
LǘΩǎ ƴƻǘ ǘƘŀǘ ǎƛƳǇƭŜΦ  ¢ƘŜ .ƛōƭŜ ǘŜƭƭǎ ǳǎ ǘƻ ǎǳōƳƛǘ 
ourselves to those who rule the land (1 Pet 2:13), 
which includes the laws our government has.  
That means we need to submit to the government 
and only drink when we reach 21 years of age and 
obey the drinking and driving requirements 
(which are very strict!).  If we do not heed to 
these human laws, we are sinning against God and 
His requirement of obeying human institutions.  
The Bible also tells us to obey our parents (no age 
limit) and therefore some people need to listen to 
and heed their advice.  Perhaps the most 
applicable Biblical reference for believers to 
consider abstaining from alcohol is in 1 
Corinthians 8:9-13.  This scripture forbids a 
Christian from doing anything that might offend 
other Christians or might provoke them to sin 
against their conscience. If a fellow brother or 
sister in Christ is offended or may stumble 
because you sometimes drink alcohol, you should 
consider their opinions as higher than your own, 
and stop drinking.    
 

WOULDNôT IT JUST BE EASIER TO SAY THAT 

DRINKING ALCOHOL WAS A SIN? 
Maybe, but it would not be truthful.  Here at the 
Grace Brethren Church we are careful not to 
ǘŜŀŎƘ ƳŀƴΩǎ ǇǊŜŎŜǇǘǎ ŀǎ ŘƻŎǘǊƛƴŜΦ  aŀƴȅ 
believers, including the writer of this pamphlet, 
have convictions on remaining abstinent from any 
alcoholic beverage. To God be the glory for 
convictions such as these, but these convictions 
cannot be taught as Biblical mandates, nor should 
they be set upon others to burden them.   
 

I  THINK I  HAVE A DRINKING PROBLEM , 

WHAT CAN I  DO? 
[ŜǘΩǎ ǘŀƭƪΦ  {ƘŀǊŜ ȅƻǳǊ ŎƻƴŎŜǊƴ ǿƛǘƘ ƻƴŜ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ 
leaders or believers here at the Grace Brethren 
Church because there is more to deal with than 
this pamphlet can thoroughly cover.   
 

 

IS ALCOHOL SINFUL ? 
No.  The misuse of alcohol has ripped homes apart, 
caused abuse, and even death, but alcohol itself is 
not sinful.  The misuse of prescription drugs has 
resulted in the same tragedies, but medications 
when used correctly can be a great thing.  Jesus 
Himself changed water into wine, between 100-150 
gallons at one shot, and it was really good wine too 
(John 2:7-10). If Jesus is ok with wine, then I am too. 

 

IS DRINKING ALCOHOL SINFUL ? 
bƻΧ {ŎǊƛǇǘǳǊŜ ŘƻŜǎ ƴƻǘ ƴŜŎŜǎǎŀǊƛƭȅ ŦƻǊōƛŘ ŀ /ƘǊƛǎǘƛŀƴ 
from drinking beer, wine, or any other drink 
ŎƻƴǘŀƛƴƛƴƎ ŀƭŎƻƘƻƭΣ ōǳǘ ƛǘΩǎ ƎƻƻŘ ǘƻ Ǉƻƛƴǘ ƻǳǘ ǘƘŀǘ 
scripture does have many verses warning of the 
dangers of drinking alcohol.  

 

IS DRUNKENNESS A SIN? 
YES! There is no question about it, God condemns 
drunkenness and its effects (Proverbs 23:29-35). In 
First Corinthians 6:9-мл ǘƘŜ ǎŎǊƛǇǘǳǊŜ ǎŀȅǎΣ άhǊ Řƻ 
you not know that the unrighteous will not inherit 
the kingdom of God?  Do not be deceived; neither 
fornicators, nor idolaters, nor adulterers, nor 
effeminate, nor homosexuals, nor thieves, nor the 
covetous, nor drunkards, nor revilers, nor swindlers, 
will inherit the kingdom of GodΦέ  LŦ ȅƻǳ ŎƻƴǘƛƴǳŜ ƛƴ 
and even practice getting drunk you have not and 
are not saved.   If you are a Christian, you are to 
avoid drunkenness (Ephesians 5:18), and avoid 
ƭŜǘǘƛƴƎ ȅƻǳǊ ōƻŘȅ ōŜ άƳŀǎǘŜǊŜŘέ ōȅ ŀƴȅǘƘƛƴƎ όм 
Corinthians 6:12; 2 Peter 2:19). 
 

ά²ƛƴŜ ƛǎ ŀ ƳƻŎƪŜǊΣ ǎǘǊƻƴƎ ŘǊƛƴƪ ŀ ōǊŀǿƭŜǊΣ !ƴŘ          

ǿƘƻŜǾŜǊ ƛǎ ƛƴǘƻȄƛŎŀǘŜŘ ōȅ ƛǘ ƛǎ ƴƻǘ ǿƛǎŜΦέ 

Proverbs 20:1 


